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THE ENGLISH EXAMINATION 



MARY CALLUM WILEY 
High School, Winston-Salem, N.C. 



As she handed in her paper at the mid-term examination the 
other day a bright-faced eleventh-grade girl remarked, "It was a 
pleasure to stand this examination," and indeed this has come to 
be the attitude of our English classes toward their mid-term and 
final examinations. For instead of the old-time memory tests 
we have substituted in our school what the pupils themselves call 
"thought examinations," in which books are used and the pupils 
are allowed to consider each question with the text open before 
them. 

When this method of examining was first tried in the English 
department some of our indifferent pupils thought they had a 
"cinch" indeed, but after attempting to stand one or two examina- 
tions with books open they found that such tests required harder 
work during the term and greater concentration on examination 
than the examinations they had been accustomed to stand. They 
found, moreover, that cramming for such tests was a disadvantage 
rather than an advantage and that the best preparation for clear 
thinking was a good night's rest and a hearty breakfast. 

The teacher, too, had some truths forced upon her by these 
open-book discussions. She found that she could not expect 
her pupils to do well on thought-question tests if during the term 
she permitted them to repeat parrot-like the notes in their classics — 
to reproduce merely the thoughts of some editor upon a given 
text rather than express an opinion of their own or search out a 
hidden truth for themselves. She found, also, that clear thinking 
by a pupil on examination required inspirational teaching on the 
part of the teacher day by day — -thorough, thought-provoking 
questioning and interesting leadership. 

It is with the hope that other teachers will try this method of 
conducting examinations, and thus do away with the unproductive 
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way of teaching English by the training of the memory to the 
exclusion of the thinking power, that the following specimen 
questions have been selected from a number of examinations given 
year by year. While most of these questions have been chosen 
from those upon the study of classics, several are given to show 
how even a formal text on rhetoric and composition may be kept 
open on examination. 

When planning for an examination of this kind, the teacher 
should bear in mind the fact that some of her pupils, no matter how 
diligent and conscientious, are by nature unable to do well on ques- 
tions that require clear and logical thinking, and must therefore 
be given a chance by having some memory questions thrown in 
with the thought questions. These questions with books closed 
should be given at the end of the examination period after the 
thought questions have been handed in. Being given both thought 
and memory questions, not only does the dull diligent pupil have a 
chance but the bright lazy pupil who habitually neglects daily 
study is kept from making too high a grade. 

The memory question is so familiar that no especial examples 
are included here. Almost any of these thought questions might 
be a memory question if it had been thoroughly discussed in the 
previous study. 

NINTH GRADE 

The Vicar of Wakefield 

Have you ever met a fellow like Moses ? Explain. 

What do you think was the worst thing that happened to the Primroses ? 
Why? What do you imagine the Vicar thought was the worst ? Mrs. Prim- 
rose ? What do you consider the lightest misfortune that befell them ? Why ? 
What do you imagine the Vicar thought was the least of his troubles ? Why ? 
Mrs. Primrose ? Why ? 

Would you like to have a man like the Vicar for your pastor ? Explain. 
Julius Caesar 

In Antony's speech tell (i) what he tried to prove; (2) his arguments; 
(3) why he brought in the matter of the will as he did; (4) how he moved the 
feelings of his audience; (5) how Shakespeare lets us know how the crowd was 
swayed. 

Pretend you were present at the assassination of Caesar. Describe the 
scene as you saw it. 
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Silas Marner 

What would have happened if Godfrey had claimed Effie at first ? 

Write a conversation between Godfrey and Molly in which Molly 
threatens (100-150 words). 
Lay of the Last Minstrel 

Why (page 13) did the lady choose William of Deloraine of all the knights ? 
What did she wish him to do ? 

Why (line 313) is Margaret "on the high tower sitting alone" ? 
Golden Treasury 

If you were an artist, what picture would you draw to illustrate poem 1 ? 
3? 259? 

What people do you think love to read number 268 ? Why ? 

How are 264 and 268 alike ? Unlike ? 
Rhetoric 

Write a letter to Mr. White, Principal, City High School, requesting that 
you have your afternoons and evenings free from school work. State your 
reasons in such a manner as to convince him (half to three-fourths of a page). 

Describe the boy (or girl) who sits across the aisle from you (25-50 words). 

From the above question copy (1) one loose sentence; (2) one periodic 
(if there is one). 

TENTH GRADE 

Sohrab and Rustum 

Why is the loss of his son particularly grievous to Rustum ? 

Is Horatio (the man) as real to you as Sohrab ? Explain. 
Tale of Two Cities 

Why do you think the Tale of Two Cities has been selected from thousands 
of English novels for high-school study ? 
Merchant of Venice 

At what point in the trial scene does Shylock first realize the position he has 
got into ? 

Do you think Shylock was more or less vindicative than Madame Deforge ? 
Explain. 

Compare Portia and Lucy Manette. 
Vision of Sir Launfal 

Imagine you are standing at the castle gate as Sir Launfal comes forth on 
his first quest (100-200 words). 
Washington and Webster 

Why had you rather listen to Webster's address than Washington's? 

What does Washington mean by "unity of government" ? (50-100 words.) 
Golden Treasury 

Describe the girl in "Cherry Ripe," giving (1) your general impression, 
(2) the details that give this impression. 

Compare the two views of life in poems 10 and 75. 

Which is your favorite ballad in this book ? Why ? 
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The Tempest 

Act III, sc. i, 11. 15-91. Does Miranda seem unwomanly to you ? Explain. 

Why does Ariel work more cheerfully in the latter part of the play than in 
the first ? 
Ancient Mariner 

Why does each part close with mention of the albatross ? 

Quote a line or stanza and give the picture suggested (25-50 words). 
Rhetoric 

Write a paragraph on "Fashions in High School" (25-75 words). What 
is your topic sentence ? By what method (or methods) did you develop your 
paragraph? Write a paragraph on the same subject using another method 
of development (25-75 words), and tell what method you have used. 

Prepare a brief on "Military Training in Our High School." Mark your 
strongest argument. What is the strongest point your opponent could use ? 
Answer this in 25-50 words. 

Write an expository paragraph (25-50 words) on "The High-School 
Athlete" using generalized narrative. 

ELEVENTH GRADE 

Milton's Minor Poems 

Would you advise a friend your age to read "L'Allegro"? If so, why? 
If not, why not ? 

What do you think of the way Milton closes his poem "Lycidas," lines 
165-185? 

What characters in " Comus " are most interesting to you ? Why ? 
Gray's Elegy 

Why, do you think, do people love this poem ? 
Carlyle on Burns and Macaulay on Johnson 

Compare Carlyle and Macaulay as biographers. 

Point out three of Carlyle's most effective figures and show why they are 
effective. 

Would "To a Mouse" have been as effective if written in English instead 
of Scotch dialect ? 

What do you admire most in Johnson's character ? 

What traits made Johnson a failure as a teacher ? 

How do you account for Johnson's treatment of his strange household? 
(Page 33.) 
Lamb's Elia 

Compare Lamb and Macaulay as writers. 

Compare Elia with Johnson as Macaulay makes you see him (100-150 
words). 

Why, do you think, is "Roast Pig" the best known of Lamb's Essays ? 

Did Lamb regret not having a college education ? (See Oxford in Vaca- 
tion.) 



